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Many of the Internet users do not know the history or background of today's Internet and not have 
better understanding of the future of Internet. So, the course "Shaping the internet" has been 
developed by Internet Society and have focused on four modules namely History of Internet, 
Introduction of Internet Governance, Internet Policy Principals and Internet Actor's & Stakeholder Group 
Discussion. As one of the participant of this course and completion of individual module between 7th  
May 2020 to 28th May 2020, my brief experience sharing as follows: 
 
History of the Internet: This section we learned Introduction to Internet history, technological History, 
commercialization and the evolution of Internet Resource Management. In this session history of 
Internet focuses on three technological developments with their Innovation years and inventor name, 
these are packet switching, Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol and World Wide Web 
(WWW). Establishment of these three Technologies has profound impact on the Internet development 
and considered as a core of the Internet. 
Arpanet was the first real network to run on packet switching technology (new at the time). On the 
October 29, 1969, computers at Stanford and UCLA connected for the first time. In effect, they were the 
first hosts on what would one day become the Internet. The first message sent across the network was 
supposed to be “Login”, but reportedly, the link between the two colleges crashed on the letter “g”. 
The internet technical community  namely The Internet Society (ISOC),The Internet Architecture Board 
(IAB),The Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), The Internet 
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), Regional Internet Registries (RIRs), including 
AFRINIC, APNIC, ARIN, LACNIC, and RIPE NCC; and Regional TLD organizations, which work with ccTLD 
operators within their region, including AFTLD, APTLD, CENTR, and LACTLD are established  to manage 
internet resources as well as to play vital role in Internet governance. 
In this section we learned the key developments in the creation and the evolution of the Internet and 
how to build the relationship between the histories of the Internet. In addition, learn the role of 
technical community in the internet governance and infrastructure management process. 
 
Introduction to Internet Governance: Internet governance is the development and application by 
governments, the private sector and civil society in their respective roles of shared principles, norms, 
rules, decision making procedures and programs that shape the evolution and use of the Internet. 
This second module have briefly discussed on, introduction to internet governance, its definition, 
classification of Internet governance and methodology for analyzing internet issues. Internet and 
governance are the focus of differing interpretations. Some are of the opinion that the word 'Internet' 
refers simply to the network, and is not broad enough to cover the Digital Revolution or the information 
communication technology (ICT) and some also opinion on most compelling arguments was raised 
because of the growing use of Internet Protocol. On the other side, the word 'governance' has been the 
subject for controversy in policy-related debates, especially during the two-phase United Nations World 
Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which was held in Geneva, in 2003, and then in Tunis, in 
2005. It's hard to define Internet governance definition; there is no fixed definition still. In the linguistic 
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differences, different country's understood different ways, some country think it's an involvement of 
government where as other think public or both activities.  
There was much debate among different stakeholder and institute to conclude a fixed definition then in 
2005, the WSIS adopted a working definition with a broader scope. Upon agreed by the forum 
participants, an acceptable form established "Internet governance is the development and application 
by Governments, the private sector, and civil society, in their respective roles, of shared principles, 
norms, rules, decision-making procedures, and program that shape the evolution and use of the 
Internet". 
It also discussed that the First UN-IGF (Internet Governance Forum) held in 2006 and it was built focused 
on four thematic areas: Access, Security, Openness and Diversity. From then till now every year 
happening IGF, opening public consultation on thematic suggestion, various stakeholder groups, 
including governments, the private sector, technical experts, academic researchers, and civil society, 
gather as equals to discuss public policy issues related to Internet Governance. The IGF is a global 
platform for dialogue on Internet Governance issues. This forum open to all and anyone from any part of 
the world can join the discussion. 
 
Internet Policy Principals: Internet has become daily part of our life, and now it's become fundamental 
rights too. Internet design principles are based on Openness, access and end-to-end communication. 
From the early years of Internet development followed by Open-architecture networking, means each 
individual network may be separately design and develop and each may have unique interface to 
Connect with customer or service providers. Moreover technical standards and internet operating 
procedure are developed through transparent procedure. 
On the other hand, many internet principles are based on human rights to make internet inclusiveness 
and draw a legal framework. In a democratic society freedom of expression aware more individual 
rights, and also encourage involve of sound principles. All those human rights and internet principles are 
accomplished to ensure internet users liberties whether online or offline. Many of the institutions and 
organizations like NET mundial, Asia Pacific Communication (APC), ISOC functioning instrumental tool 
fulfilling people's right.  
In this module we learned the importance and relevance of Internet principles and how these principles 
have used to shape the internet.  
 
Internet Actors and Stakeholder Groups: By this final session we learned the different actors of Internet 
Eco-Systems and stakeholder’s role in Internet governance process.  
Early days research institute and government entities were much involved with the Internet but due 
rapid growth of Internet's over the time, increased actors and their level of interest and involvement in 
the internet governance issues.  
One of the most widely used terms in Internet Governance is multi-stakeholder model. Multi-
stakeholder approach is a set of tools or practices that all share one basis. Means Individuals and 
organizations from different realms participating alongside each other to share ideas or develop 
consensus policy. Some of the example of truly multi-stakeholder initiatives has taken from Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF) and it has lead to the establishment of national and regional IGFs forums.  
Government, Private sector, Technical community, Civil society and Intergovernmental organizations are 
the main stockholders in the IGF Process.  
 
As I am involved with Internet Society Bangladesh Chapter for long time and also involved with some 
other internet related organizations within the country and the regions, this training help me a lot in my 
future activities.  


